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IMMEDIATELY 
MISSOULA--
'PERSIAN NOMADS & THE RUGS THEY WEAVE' 




.C. Griffin Nelson, Santa Cruz, Calif., will present a free public lecture entitled 
"Persian Nomads & the Rugs they Weave" Thursday, May 26, at the University of Montana4 
Nelson, who owns a rug store in Santa Cruz, will speak at 7:30 ·p.m. Thursday in 
Room 215 of the UM Women's Center. 
The lecture is in conjunction with a display of Persian rugs being exhibited through 
June 28 at the Missoula Museum of the Arts, 335 ·N. Pattie St. The display is open to the 
public from noon to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday. 
Besides speaking Thursday at UM, Nelson will be at the Missoula Museum of the Arts 
Friday afternoon,May 27, to answer questions and discuss rugs displayed, including two 
rugs from the University's collection. 
Thursday's lecture is sponsored by the UM Department of Anthropology; Design Media 
Gallery; Design Center; Joseph's Coat; Loren's House of Carpets, and the Missoula MuseuR 
of the Arts., 
The University of California at Berkeley awarded Nelson two degrees, the bachelor of 
arts in political science and the master of arts in Asian studies. His background includes 
a stint working in religious studies at the University of Chicago. 
Nelson taught at Pahlevi University in Shiraz, Iran, where he learned much about 
Zashqai rugs from the members of the Zashqai Tribe. Nelson has done extensive research 
on the tribes of Southern Persia and the rugs they weave. 
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